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CHRONOMAT 


When Concorde climbs to its cruising altitude 
of 16,000 m, it demonstrates its unique man- 
ner of fusing advanced aerodynamics and 
unrivalled performance with pure beauty. 
Swiftly, unerringly, it will cover an ocean's 
breadth at 2,200 k.p.h., leaving all other civil 
airliners far behind. 

Prized by pilots the world over, BREITLING’s 
mechanical CHRONOMAT chronograph truly 
deserves the finest of everything — a case in 
solid 18K gold for instance. Generously 
proportioned and totally impervious to the 
effects of water and air, it adds a touch of 
luxury to the watch’s functional excellence. 
There is, after all, more to time measurement 
than technology. The subtleties of an intricate 
mechanical movement or the rich gleam of a 
hand-polished case provide enduring satis- 
factions that even time itself can never alter. 
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BORSHEIM'S. 
America’s Largest Independent Jewelry Store. 


120 Regency Parkway, Omaha 
(402) 391-0400 (800) 642-GIFT 
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Selfwinding mechanical chronograph with 
Ysth second graduations. 


30-minute and 12-hour totalizers. 


Oversized calendar digits. Power reserve in 
excess of 42 hours. 


Unidirectional ratcheted rotating bezel with 
marker tabs. 


Case water-resistant to 100 m with glare- 
proofed cambered sapphire crystal. 


Case in 18K yellow or white gold. Also 
available in steel, with two-tone finish and 
18K gold rider tabs or in steel with 18K gold 
bezel. 


Available with three types of leather strap 
with either tang-type buckle or folding clasp, 
or else with Pitot or Routeaux bracelet. 


PROFESSIONALS 


5° Q. Who replaced Lyle Bremser on 
KFAB radio to broadcast NU football 
games? 


d Se A 7 @. What was the jersey number of 
Trivia buffs, sharpen your pencils! —_ & Y ELE LEO Tee Me Ne 
Trivia on a Gameboard. The Board : “ H 37Q. What team did NU defeat in the 
Game that challenges your knowledge ons 1970 Orange Bowl? 
about ALL Husker Sports. It’s fun and | S ; 


sae : ‘77 Q. What non-bowl game did the 
exciting entertainment for the entire He 2 


I Husker football team play in front of the 
family. spear: 4 : ~m largest crowd? 


'® Q. When was Danny Nee’s first year 
as the NU basketball coach? 
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UNL's 100th 
Football Game Sellout 


NO ANNUAL FEE. A contribution to the UNL Alumni Association with every purchase. 
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Association MasterCard card from MBNA America. Every time you use this card to charge a purchase, MBNA will 
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Nebraska's Choice for 


Professional Auto Care 


Acura. BMW. Lexus. Toyota. Nissan. . .these 
names are not foreign to us. Our ASE Certified 
Technicians have been repairing them faster and 
more inexpensively than the car dealers for 25 
years here in Nebraska. 


I live on the West Coast and I 
have to continuously defend 
Nebraska's weak non-conference 
schedule. Playing teams such as 
Nevada-Las Vegas and Pacific 
makes this a difficult debate. Why 
doesn’t Nebraska schedule competi- 
tive teams and not give the home 
sellout guarantee money party line? 
I would wager that a nationally tele- 
vised game against a quality oppo- 
nent would generate as much money 
(and less criticism) than a home sell- 
out against Pacific. 

DJR 
@pcsi.cirrus.com 
CERTIFIED 

DJR: The answer is simple — no 
game is a sure win or loss. Just ask 
Northwestern or Notre Dame. So to 
refer to teams such as Pacific as a non- 
quality opponent is unfair. Pacific has a 
full schedule, so other major teams are 

laying them as well. Who do the 
LAWLOR’S SPORTIN G GOODS faces believe Nebraska should play 
to drop the “cupcake non-conference” 
label? Florida State? Miami? The top 
flight teams don’t want to come to 
Lincoln as part of a home-and-home 
series. 

What is never brought up by those 
who bash alleged cupcakes like Middle 
Tennessee State is that they're generally 
added when other teams bow out. 
(Texas, Arkansas and Pittsburgh come 
to mind.) 

The bottom line is that every school 
that consistently plays for a piece of the 
national title has tuneup games. 
Oklahoma, for example, is playing 
SMU, North Texas and San Diego 
State. And what about Colorado, which 
has Northeast Louisiana at home on 
Sept. 16? 

It’s time people figured out that 
Nebraska is no different than any other 
team out there. I'd be interested in hear- 


LAWLORS ing other people’s opinions on this mat- 
ter. — Editor 
SPORTING GOODS I really love your magazine. It 
makes my day when | find it in the 
mailbox after a long day at the work- 
LINCOLN OMAHA place. Since I live in Texas, I don’t 


56TH & HWY. 2 421-7788 120TH & DODGE 498-3400 get to see many of the games. All we 
GATEWAY MALL 466-1941 140TH & W.CENTER 330-1077 get down here are those Texas 


OMAHA - LINCOLN - BELLEVUE - FREMONT 


school games. Your game review 
section is like a slice of heaven for 
me. 

I do have one suggestion that 
could make it an even better read. 
Why don’t you start grading the 
positions after each game? I’ve seen 
this done before and it’s really enjoy- 
able. 

Casey Stilton 
Austin, Texas 


Casey: I feel that it is unfair to grade 
players who are not paid for their work. 
Only their coaches should make these 
judgements. It's one thing to say a 
team’s running attack is lacking and 
another to say Joe Blow is horrible, can’t 
block and graded out as an “F.” 
Amateur athletes should be praised for 
competing while juggling other respon- 
sibilities like school, work and family. I 
know that some school publications like 
to grade the positions as you mentioned, 
it’s just not our style. Sorry. — Editor 


C an you smell it? It’s another 
national title in the air. 
Paula Stedman 
Kansas City, Mo. 


Please send your comments and questions to 
Letters, P.O. Box 83222, Lincoln, Neb. 68501. 


Ken Greenberg 
Bobby Burton 
Robert Williams 


40 YEARS 
RECRUITING ANALYSIS 


The National Recruiting Advisor 
The News Service For Serious Recruiting Enthusiasts 


P.O. Box 26825 * Austin, Texas 78755-0825 * Phone (512) 459-0538, (713) 956-2683 »* Fax (512) 459-7373 
1995-96 National Recruiting Publications mailed by the following dates: 1Q National Package. iy Fane $59 
A, BC) FT, ds 


A. Hot 100 in the nation 
Available now, 1995 Newsletter 


B. Preseason Preview Magazine 
Available now, over 1 
profiles and photos of top 
recruits nationally with school 
preferences. 


C. Top 200 in the Nation 
Oct. 10, Newsletter LEANINGS 


D. Southwest Top 300 
Oct. 10, Newsletter 


E. Southeast Top 300 
Oct. 10 Newsletter 


HOTLINE 1-900-933-7776 
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er min. 
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"I am impressed, it's well researched 
_. and May accurate." 
- Dick Foster, University of Oklahoma 


"If you like recruiting as much as I do, 
don't go into it without this publication! 
It's the earliest and most up to date." 
- Jim Miceli, University of Maryland 


Our Preseason Magazine Mailed by 
Aug. 7th Beats Everyone to the Punch! 
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he Nebraska-Arizona 
State series isn’t rich in 
football tradition. The 
schools will be playing 
for only the sixth time 
when the Sun Devils 
visit Memorial Stadium 
on Sept. 16. 

However, Nebraska played a sig- 
nificant role in what might be the 
finest hour in Arizona State football, 
as well as the first marquee Fiesta 
Bowl. It happened 20 seasons ago, in 
a Fiesta Bowl game Cornhusker fans 
would just as soon forget. Some 
have. 

Tom Osborne's third team won 10 
in a row in 1975, and moved to the 
No. 2 ranking in the Associated Press 
poll a week before the Cornhuskers 
traveled to Norman, Okla., to finish 
the regular season with a game 
against Barry Switzer’s seventh- 
ranked Sooners. 


Exorcising The Sun Devils 


Nebraska looks to extend winning streak against ASU 


By MIKE BABCOCK 


A Big Eight championship and 
Orange Bowl bid were on the line. 
The Cornhuskers would have 
earned Osborne’s first conference 
title outright with a victory or tie. 
Instead, they had to settle for a share 
of it, after losing to Oklahoma 35-10. 
Nebraska’s great expectations 
turned into a trip to Tempe, Ariz., 
and the Fiesta Bowl. 

The opponent was Arizona State, 
which would play on its home field. 
The potential for disaster should 
have been apparent from the begin- 
ning. 
Nebraska fell to No. 6 in the rank- 
ings after the Oklahoma loss, one 
place ahead of Arizona State, anoth- 
er indication that the challenge the 
Cornhuskers faced the day after 


A Steve Taylor-led Nebraska 
team struggled in 1987 at Tempe, 
but came away a winner. 


Christmas was considerable. 

Arizona State scored first on a 27- 
yard field goal by Dan Kush, the son 
of Sun Devil Coach Frank Kush. The 
score was 3-0, and some in the parti- 
san crowd of 51,396 had yet to sit 
down. Less than 5 minutes were 
gone. 

Vince Ferragamo, Nebraska’s 
starting quarterback, threw one pass, 
which was intercepted, and gave 
way to Terry Luck in the first quar- 
ter. 

Under Luck’s direction, the 
Cornhuskers rallied in the second 
quarter, taking the lead on a touch- 
down by Monte Anthony and an 
extra-point by Mike Coyle. Kush 
kicked a second field goal, of 33 
yards, with no time showing on the 
clock to cut the Sun Devils’ deficit to 
one at halftime. 

Nebraska seemed to respond to 
Osborne’s halftime talk, driving 91 


Arizona State University 


yards on 16 plays to increase its lead 
to 14-6 on another Anthony touch- 
down and Coyle extra-point kick 
with 5:49 remaining in the third 


quarter. But the Cornhuskers 
wouldn’t score again, and 14 points 
weren't enough. 

Arizona State tied the score at 14 
with 13:03 remaining in the game, on 
a 10-yard touchdown pass from Fred 
Mortensen to John Jefferson and a 
two-point conversion pass by 
Mortensen. A little over eight min- 
utes later, Kush kicked his third field 
goal, a 29-yarder, for the winning 
points. 

The victory gave the Sun Devils a 
No. 2 ranking in the final polls of 
both The Associated Press and United 
Press International, their highest 
ranking in school history. With help 
from UCLA, which upset top-ranked 
Ohio State in the Rose Bowl game 
23-10, Oklahoma finished as AP 
national champion for a second sea- 
son ina row. 

Nebraska, which had won six 
consecutive bowl games dating to 
1968 when it didn’t earn an invita- 
tion, had to settle for a No. 9 ranking 
in both major wire service polls. 

With that as background, the 
Cornhuskers played Arizona State 
home and home in 1987 and 1988 
and again in 1991 and 1992. The 
teams are scheduled to play next 
year in Tempe, completing this latest 
home-and-home set. 

Nebraska has won all four games 
since the 1975 Fiesta Bowl and fig- 
ures to be heavily favored to win a 
fifth. The Cornhuskers have won 
handily in Lincoln. In 1988, Ken 
Clark, Steve Taylor and Terry 
Rodgers all rushed for more than 100 
yards in a 47-16 victory, the only 
time that has happened in 
Cornhusker history. And in 1992, 
Nebraska won, 45-24. 

The Cornhuskers have struggled 
a little in Tempe. In 1987, Keith Jones 
raced 62 yards to set up Steve 
Taylor's 3-yard touchdown run with 
3:37 left, and Steve Forch intercepted 


a pass a minute later to preserve a 
35-28 victory. In 1991, place-kicker 
Byron Bennett hit the uprights twice 
on field goal attempts and had two 
other attempts blocked. But he man- 
aged to kick a 28-yarder in an 18-9 
victory. 


WHERE CAN YOU SEE: 


Find it all in... 


THE MULTIMEDIA 


ENCYCLOPEDIA OF 


New multimedia CD-ROM 
puts the excitement of 22 
years of Husker highlights 
and information at your 
fingertips! 

Experience Nebraska football like never 
before......on your multimedia 


computer! Relive NU’s greatest triumphs, 
near misses, and brightest stars: 


@ Over 40 minutes of video highlights on 
38 players and 25 games. 

@ Over 1,000 action photos! 

@ Reviews of all games from 1973 


through 1994’s national championship 
season. 


@ Bios, mug shots and statistics of over 
600 lettered players. 


Plus: Coach bios, team and individual 
statistics, NU records and more. 


Never before has so much . 
Husker info been so easily accessible! 
The interactive Windows interface 
is easy and fun to use regardless of your — 


computer experience. 

Volume I covers Tom Osborne’s reign 
as head coach, from his first win 
against UCLA in 1973, through last 
year’s Orange Bowl win in Miami. 


ROM drive, Windows 3.1 or later. 


How far out of bounds the Penn State receiver was in the 1982 loss? 
Who returned a fumble 65 yards in the 1974 Cotton Bowl? 
Troy Dumas deliver a facemask bending hit against Wyoming? 


Order now and receive a FREE Husker CD hat! Call 1-800-4-HUSKER. 
Visa & MasterCard Accepted 
Only $57.95 plus S&H -Nebraska residents add 5% sales tax. 
Order today and receive a free 30-day trial of the Husker CD-ROM. If you aren't fully satisfied, send it back 


and your credit card won't be billed, but you can keep the hat just for trying. This product is licensed by the 
Collegiate Licensing Company. System requirements: 486+, 4 MB RAM, 16-bit sound card, 2x speed CD- 


Evans & Clark Publishing, 1339 ‘O’ Street Suite 3, Lincoln, Neb., 68508 


Nebraska’s first trip to the Fiesta 
Bowl over 20 years ago gave 
the game the credibility that has 
made it one of the premier 
bowls today. 


The Arizona State series has pro- 
duced some interesting, and curious, 
moments. More to the point, howev- 
er, the Cornhuskers are looking to 
return to the Fiesta Bowl, 20 years 
after their first. That first appearance 
gave the Fiesta Bowl a credibility it 
hadn’t had before attracting 
Nebraska. 

What was a consolation bowl in 
1975, has become the top prize in the 
Bowl Alliance this season. The teams 
invited to Tempe on Jan. 2, 1996, 
stand a good chance to be playing 
for a national championship. 


Imagine having 22 years of media 
guides with all the benefits of a multi- 
media CD-ROM. 

@ Combine text, still pictures, and over 
40 minutes of action video with custom 
narration into one source. 

™@ Enjoy easy access to any topic at the 
click of a mouse. 

@ Browse with full-text search. 
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FAMILY FOLLOWING 


Junior Chad Blahak looks to capture 
back-to-back glory his father earned with 


oe Blahak played on Nebraska’s 

back-to-back national champi- 

onship teams in 1970 and 1971. 

He has found himself discussing 
that experience a lot lately with son 
Chad, who “wants to know what it 
was like,” Blahak said. 

Chad’s interest goes beyond that 
of a son. He was a member of the 
Cornhuskers’ _ national 
championship team last sea- 
son as a sophomore, and 
he’ll be a junior this fall, 
when Nebraska attempts to 
repeat as champion. 

The key to repeating is to 
stay focused, Joe Blahak 
said. That’s how the 1971 
Cornhuskers earned their 
second national title under 
coach Bob Devaney. “Each 
week we were prepared for | { 
that team. Very little was | 
made about being No. 1 and 
staying there,” Joe Blahak 
said. 

Nebraska went into the 1971 
season ranked No. 2 in the 
Associated Press poll. The 
Cornhuskers opened with a 34-7 
victory against Oregon, moved 
up to No. 1 and remained there for 
12 more victories, including a 38-6 
thrashing of second-ranked Alabama 
in the Orange Bowl game. 

The only close game all season 
was the 35-31 victory against 
Oklahoma in the “Game of the 
Century” at Norman, Okla. “We had 
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Chad Blahak (above) 
and the 1995 team are 
chasing the title his 
father, Joe (right) and 
the 1971 Nebraska 
team attained. 


1971 campaign 
a lot of confidence going in,” said 
Blahak, who was a first-team all-con- 
ference defensive back as a junior in 
1971 after becoming a starter in the 
second game of his sophomore sea- 
son. 

That first start came against 
Southern Cal in the Los Angeles 
Coliseum. Early in the week before 
the game, Warren 
Powers, Nebraska’s 
secondary coach, 
“told me to grab a 


UNL Photography Services 


Blackshirt,” 
Blahak | said. 
“I’ve never been so scared in all my 
life. 1 was a wide-eyed sophomore 
defensive back from south 
Columbus, and there I was in the 
Coliseum to play USC. My knees 
were knocking.” 

The Cornhuskers were ranked 
No. 9 by The Associated Press. USC 


was ranked No. 3. But for a bad cen- 
ter snap, which contributed to a 
missed 12-yard field goal in the 
fourth quarter, Nebraska might have 
pulled off the upset. Instead, the 
Trojans scored midway through the 
final period and managed to escape 
with a 21-21 tie. 

Nebraska edged its way up in the 
rankings, moving from No. 4 to No. 
3 after a 51-13 victory against Kansas 
State at Memorial Stadium in mid- 
November. That’s where the 
Cornhuskers finished in the 
final United Press International 
poll, which was released 
before the bowl games. 

The Associated Press con- 
ducted its final poll after the 
bowls, however, and 
Nebraska parlayed a 17-12 
Orange Bowl victory against 
No. 5-ranked LSU into a 
Lee National championship. 

“Some people, including 
(Notre Dame coach) Ara 
4 Parseghian, said we backed 

into the championship,” 
Blahak said. No one even hinted that 
following the 1971 season. 

During the season, Blahak and 
Dick Rupert, a starting guard, talked 
about repeating. “The idea of losing 
never occurred to us,” Blahak said. 
“Tt never did.” 

Blahak likes Nebraska’s chances 
of winning another national champi- 
onship in 1995. His suggestion: 
“Let’s have some fun like ‘71.” 


Nebraska freshman Kris 
Brown (below) didn’t necessarily 
join the Husker football team in 
order to get an opportunity to play 
right away, but that’s exactly what 
happened. 

Brown, a native of Southlake, 
Texas, earned the starting job in his 
first college fall camp, and per- 
formed well during his Husker 
debut in the 1995 season opener 
against Oklahoma State. 

Although he missed his first 
extra-point attempt, Brown settled 
down and was perfect on his final 
seven point-after attempts and even 
booted a 24-yard field goal, his first 
attempt as a Husker. 

But Brown said he wasn’t think- 
ing about playing right away when 
he signed a national letter of intent 
to play football at Nebraska last 
February. 


“Tt might have been in the back of 
my mind, just because I knew the 
team had lost its top two kickers 
from the year before,” Brown said. 
“But I just wanted to contribute any 
way that I could. If that meant play- 
ing on the scout team, fine. If that 
meant starting, fine.” 

The Huskers’ kickers from a year 
ago are no longer around, Tom 
Seiler, who handled extra-points and 
short field goals, completed his eligi- 
bility last year and had a try out 
with the NFL’s San Francisco 49ers. 
Darin Erstad, the team’s punter and 
who also took care of kickoffs and 
long field goals, was a first-round 
draft choice by the California Angels 
and is pursuing a professional base- 
ball career. Ml 


GAHUSKERS @ 


4 
Don’t feel sorry for the Husker secondary, even though Se, 


two starters from the 1994 national championship team 
are gone. Nebraska cornerback Tyrone Williams (right) 
likes his perch from atop the college football world and 
plans to stay there. 

And he doesn’t like the thought of teams 
challenging the Husker secondary because 
they think it may be vulnerable. 

“T enjoy being at the top,” he said. “I 
enjoy people shooting to knock me down. 

I enjoy that challenge. You've got to pre- 
pare that much harder.” 

Against Oklahoma State, the Husker 


For TH 
HALLENGE 


secondary proved to be strong. Cowboys’ 

quarterback Tone Jones completed just 11-of-27 passes for 138 yards. The 
Huskers also picked off three passes, including one by linebacker Terrell 
Farley, who scampered 29 yards for a touchdown. 

Eric Stokes started at left cornerback while Mike Minter is the top rover 
and Tony Veland is the free safety. Minter, who started the 1994 season as the 
starting free safety before he was sidelined with a knee injury, replaces 
Kareem Moss at rover. Stokes replaces Barron Miles at Cornerback. 

“T think the secondary is the strength of our defense,” Williams said. 
“We're going to be a pretty good defense, with the secondary and who we 
have on the line. I think it’s going to take a heck of an effort for someone to 
drive it down the field on our defense.” li — MARK DEROWITSCH 


MAXimum BOOST 


The program of Nebraska track 
and field coach Gary Pepin 
received a big boost this fall. No, 
the Huskers didn’t get a hot-shot 
recruit who would take the Big 
Eight by storm. 


Pepin said. “He is recognized 
throughout the track and field 
community as one of the premier 
sprint coaches and recruiters in the 
country. He will bring a wealth of 
insight that will do nothing but 


Instead, Pepin 
announced the hiring of 
assistant coach Billy 
Maxwell, who is consid- 
ered one of the top track 
and field recruiters in the 
nation. . 

Maxwell is probably] | 
most famous for recruiting ” 
and coaching Olympic 
Gold Medal sprinter Willie 
Gault. Gault later became 
one of the top wide 
receivers in the National 
Football League and 
helped the Chicago Bears 
win Super Bowl XX. 

“We are very pleased Billy 
Maxwell decided to join our staff,” 


BILLY MAXWELL 
new assistant 
track and field 

coach 


benefit our program.” 

Maxwell comes to 
Nebraska after serving as 
an assistant coach to Stan 
Huntsman at Texas for 
the past four years. While 
with the Longhorns, 
Maxwell coached the 
sprinters and jumpers. 

Huntsman, who retired 
as the Longhorns’ coach 
this summer, had noth- 
ing but praise for 
Maxwell. 

“Billy Maxwell is not 
only one of the best 
sprint coaches in the country, he’s 
one of the best assistant coaches in 
the country,” Huntsman said. @ 
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Bob Berry 


PERFECTIONIST 


There were times during preseason practice when Aaron Graham 
wanted to stand up in the meetings of the offensive line with coach 
Milt Tenopir and scream, “Pay attention.” 

It was all he could do to control his frustration, which is understand- 
able enough. For one thing, Graham is a perfectionist. For another, he’s 
a senior and the only returning starter on Nebraska’s offensive line. 

Graham is not patient, however, at least not to the extent Tenopir is. 
“Coach Tenopir has amazing patience,” Graham said after a practice 
following the Cornhuskers’ 64-21 season-opening victory over 
Oklahoma State. 

The Cornhusker co-captain from Denton, Texas, sat on a blocking 
bag in the south end zone of an otherwise empty Memorial Stadium. 
Graham had just finished lifting weights. 


“Ocdication and gom A the extra five 


percent Aas allowed 
Aaron G rahams name to be 
mentioned With the best 


“He always keeps level-headed,” Graham said of Tenopir. 

The basis for Graham’s aforementioned frustration is the learning 
that must take place before a lineman is prepared to play in Nebraska’s 
complex offense. The size and physical skills to play in the line can be 
recruited, and the strength can be developed on the Cornhuskers’ state- 
of-the-art weight room. But understanding what must be done depends 
on the interest and commitment of those doing it. That alone can sepa- 
rate those who play from those who don’t. 

The mental aspect “makes up 80 percent of the player (in Nebraska’s 
offensive line),” Graham said. Offensive linemen on teams with pass- 
oriented offenses, for example, “have to do the same thing eight out of 
10 times. But we've got line calls on every play.” One play can have sev- 
eral blocking schemes, which are based on various factors, including the 
defensive alignment. 

“It’s extremely complicated. I don’t know how to describe it,” 
Graham said. 
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Describing it to the young line- 
men is Tenopir’s responsibility, and 
he has accomplished that with con- 
siderable success, as evidenced by 
the number of All-Americans he has 
coached during 21-plus seasons at 
Nebraska. Tenopir has helped devel- 
op four Outland Trophy winners. 

The most recent was Zach 
Wiegert, who played in the line with 
Graham last season. The first was 
Dave Rimington, who won the 
award twice. He was followed by 
Dean Steinkuhler and Will Shields. 
Rimington and Steinkuhler won 
three Outland Trophies and two 
Lombardi Awards between them. 

When Tenopir speaks, young 
linemen have reason to listen. But 
Graham was beginning to wonder if 
anyone was listening in meetings. 
“After 10 or 12 days of two-a-days 
and watching all that film, I wanted 
to start yelling: ‘This is what Coach 
Tenopir wants you to do. You guys 
have the ability to understand. 
You've just got to pay attention. 
Coach Tenopir has told you 100 
times.’ It doesn’t seem like they’re 
getting his point.” 

Graham got the point, and quick- 
ly. After redshirting as a freshman in 
1991, he earned a letter as a backup 
to Jim Scott and Terris Chorney in 
1992. Graham became a starter in 
1993 after Brenden Stai suffered a 
broken leg and Ken Mehlin was 
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moved from center to guard to 
replace him. 

Graham has been the starting cen- 
ter ever since, earning first-team All- 
Big Eight recognition on last sea- 
son’s national championship team. 
According to the Nebraska media 
guide, he made only one bad snap in 
1994, despite having to adjust to the 
idiosyncrasies of three quarterbacks. 
That’s a remarkable record, but 
unacceptable to Graham. 

“To spend two hours and have a 
couple of mistakes . . . I think about 
those mistakes,” he said. “There’s 
always room for improvement.” 

His striving for perfection was a 
problem early in his career at 
Nebraska. “I was pretty hard on 
myself. If I’d mess up on a play, I 
would really get down on myself,” 
said Graham. Even so, football never 
became a burden for him. “I really 
enjoy playing. I just love the game. I 
still enjoyed it when | was younger. 
But I enjoy doing it as perfectly as I 
can. That’s how Iam.” 

He is that way, Graham said, 
because of his father David, a high 
school administrator who was draft- 
ed by, and played one season for, the 
NFL's Los Angeles Rams in the early 
1970s. David Graham, a defensive 
tackle, played two seasons for 
Hayden Fry at Southern Methodist 
University, then transferred to New 
Mexico Highlands, where he earned 


Graham's constant improvement 
paid off last year when he 
started at center on what many 
have called the best offensive 
line in college football history. 


All-America recognition as a senior, 
according to Aaron. 

“My dad was never hard on me 
as far as doing things right,” Aaron 
Graham said. “He just said it was 
better to do something with 100 per- 
cent effort. [ had that attitude as a lit- 
tle kid. He told me: ‘Give everything 
you've got.’ He still does. Maybe I’d 
be mowing the lawn and do the 
whole thing except for a little strip. 
He would say: “You've just spent 15 
to 20 minutes (mowing). It would 
take only five seconds more to do it 
right.’ My dad didn’t have to raise 
his voice or anything.” 

The point was made. “On the 
football field or in the classroom, I 
go hard those extra 5 seconds,” said 
Graham, a two-time Academic All- 
Big Eight selection. He has a 3.33 
GPA in animal sciences. 

Tenopir said Graham ranks with 
the best centers he has coached at 
Nebraska. Six Cornhusker centers 
have earned All-America recognition 
during the Tom Osborne era, includ- 
ing four who were consensus selec- 
tions: Rimington, Rik Bonness, Mark 
Traynowicz and Jake Young. 
Rimington, Bonness and Young 
were two-time All-Americans. Tom 
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were Nebraska's other 
All-America centers 
since 1973. Graham is in 
select company. 

“He has as fine of a 
technique as we've ever 
had,” Tenopir said. “He 
has no weaknesses.” At 
6-foot-4 and 285 pounds, 
Graham isn’t a hulking 
lineman. Rimington, 
who established the 
standard by which Cornhusker cen- 
ters are measured, “was massively 
strong. Aaron's strong, even though 
he’s only 285. And he has tremen- 
dous leverage. He’s seldom taken off 
his feet. It’s nice to have one (center) 
not on his butt all the time.” 

The quality that most recom- 
mended Graham as a scholarship 
recruit from Denton High School 
was his competitiveness. “He’s 
always been intense,” Tenopir said. 
“He’s worked hard at making him- 
self a great center.” 

Graham is always doing some- 
thing to improve, according to 
Tenopir, even during games while 
he’s on the sideline, waiting for the 
defense to get the ball back. He’ll 
practice center snaps, whether 
there’s someone to take them or not. 
He’ll step and block imaginary 


defenders. 

Tenopir had Graham’s attention 
from the first meeting and practice 
of his freshman year. “I had the 
want-to from Day No. 1,” Graham 
said. “We weren’t an option team in 
high school, and I wanted to play. I 
listened to everything coach Tenopir 
said and watched every snap of film 
I could. When I came in as a fresh- 
man, I saw seniors who had done 
four and a half years of work who 
weren't getting on the field. 

“T thought if I was going to be 
here four or five years, I was going 
to play as much as I could. I’ve 
always been that way. If I’m doing 
something and not giving 100 per- 
cent, I stop doing it. I know people 
who can do things three-fourths of 
the way and be happy. I can’t.” 

He can’t tolerate anything less 


than total commitment 
from those around 


frustration with the 
young players around 
him on the offensive 
line had more to do 
with the irritability of 
two-a-day practices in 
100-degree tempera- 
tures than anything. It 
certainly wasn’t per- 
sonal. 

Graham “is tremendous with the 
younger kids,” Tenopir said. “He 
has good presence on the field. He’s 
a tremendous leader. He knows the 
system as well as any center we've 
had.” 

Senior Steve Ott, junior Chris 
Dishman and sophomores Eric 
Anderson and Aaron Taylor were 
the first-time starters surrounding 
Graham in Nebraska's interior line 
against Oklahoma State. 

The offensive line was close to 
perfect against Oklahoma State. 
Graham missed a perfect grade, 
barely. It was only the first game, 
Tenopir said. A coach has to find 
something on which to grade his 
players down. Otherwise, there 
would be no room to improve. And 
you can always get better. Ask 
Graham. 


ving 100 percent, I him, either. Graham’s 
know people 
can do things 
three-fourths of the wa 

and be happy. I can’ 
— Aaron Graham 
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"LAST MEETING: Nebraska laid a 45-24 loss on the Sun. 
Devils in Lincoln during the 1992 season. 
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Can ASU Continue 
lts Overachieving Play? 


By Mark Derowitsch 


efore the football sea- 
son even started, 
Arizona State Coach 
Bruce Snyder vowed 
not to use the Sun 
Devils’ tough sched- 
ule as built-in excuse 
if his team struggled early on. 

The reason? Snyder likes his 
squad. 

That’s why Snyder is willing to 
take on just about anyone. Need 
proof? The Sun Devils 
opened the year with a 
23-20 loss to then-19th 
ranked Pacific 10 rival 
Washington, play at 
Southern California — 


the team picked by many \ QNLONA STATE 
* 


experts to win the national 
championship this year, 
Brigham Young = and 
defending Pac-10 champ 
Oregon. 

Oh yeah, the Sun Devils 
also square off against 
defending national champion 


will be the Huskers’ first home 
game since winning the school’s first 
national title since 1972. 
All that doesn’t matter to Snyder. 
“T have so much confidence in so 
many people on this team that I’m 
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a Jake Plummer 
Nebraska, a team Arizona State continues to 


hasn’t beaten since the 1975 gmaze both the left off. 
Fiesta Bowl, on Sept. 16 at Sun Devils and 
Memorial Stadium in Lincoln. It opponents. 


excited to compete,” he said. “People 
ask about the tough schedule, but 
we're not backing out of anything.” 

Not many share Snyder’s opti- 
mistic attitude about Arizona State, 
which finished 3-8 overall and 2-6 in 
the league last season. The media 
covering the Pac-10 picked the Sun 
Devils to finish ninth in the 10-team 
conference, and many other presea- 
son football magazines felt the same 
way. 
The Sun Devils proved 
they could compete with 
Washington in the season- 
opener, but fell short 
when the Huskies scored 
AY on a halfback pass late in 
py, the game for the victory. 
FZ, But Snyder had a lot of 
: be excited about, start- 
ing with quarterback 
Jake Plummer. 
Plummer, who 
3 threw for 2,179 yards 
and 15 touchdowns last 

year as a sophomore, 

picked up where he 
Against 
Washington, 
Plummer completed 
19-of-32 passes for 
264 yards and two scores. 

He also brings experience and 
leadership, along with his strong 
right arm, to the Sun Devils’ offense. 

“We don’t want our quarterbacks 
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¢ Mike Babcock, 

Huskers Illustrated: 

Nebraska will have 

its first opportunity 

to show the home 

fans just how good 
their defending national champi- 
on Cornhuskers are. As the sea- 
son progresses, the Nebraska 
offense will continue to get bet- 
ter. The score will be held down 
only because Nebraska will 
have more reserves available fo 
use. This is a focused team and 
it is not likely there will be a sig- 
nificant drop off in attitude. 55- 
10 might be a little light. 
Nebraska 55, Arizona 
State 10. 


¢ Jim Rose, SportsDay Mid 
America: To ASU fans, this 
game will have all the excite- 
ment of an airport public 
address announcement. And 
when it’s over, the Sun Devils 
would have preferred wander- 
ing in the desert for 40 years. 
The champs’ home debut will 
bedevil Arizona State. 
Nebraska 45, Arizona 
State 14. | 


¢ Chris Fowler, ESPN: The 
Sun Devils are improved and 
should have won at 
Washington. But no way does 
this young team have enough to 
stay with the Huskers. 
Nebraska 41, Arizona 
State 13. 


* Doug Looney, college foot- 
ball freelance writer: The one 
thing you learn in this world is 
you never bet against 
Nebraska, especially at home. 
The only difference | see in 
Nebraska every year is they just 
get better. Nebraska 21, 
Arizona State 15. 


¢ Jack Magruder, Arizona 
Daly Star: Washington had no 


trouble knocking Arizona off the 
line of scrimmage, which bodes 
well for the Cornhusker offen- 


| sive line. ASU junior quarter- 


back Jake Plummer may be the 
best QB Nebraska faces this 


| year, but that won't be enough 


for the Sun Devils. Nebraska 
21, Arizona State 15. 


to improvise, but Jake never ceases 
to amaze me,” Snyder said. “And a 
lot of quarterbacks throw the ball 
deep. Jake can pass the football deep 
to a spot and hit the spot. That is 
something you can’t teach.” 

Plummer’s favorite target is wide 
receiver Keith Poole, who averaged 
21.6 yards per catch a year ago. The 
two hooked up often against the 
Huskies as Poole caught nine passes 
for 162 yards and scored twice. 

Isaiah Mustafa starts at the other 
receiver spot. A transfer from 
Moorpark (Calif.) College, Mustafa 
began his career at Arizona State 
with four receptions for 57 yards. 
Tight end Dave Bush is also a receiv- 
ing threat. Bush, coming off a season 
in which he caught three passes for 
37 yards before knee and ankle 
injuries forced him to the sideline as 
a medical redshirt, matched last 
year’s total in the opener, catching 
three balls for 26 yards. 

When the Sun Devils go to the 


ground game, the ball is usually [jj 
placed in the hands of tailbacks 
Chris Hopkins and Michael], 
Martin. Hopkins, the starter, led | 
the team with 680 yards last sea- 
son and picked up 34 yards on 14 
carries against Washington. 
Martin and Battle also expect to 
see significant playing time as 
Hopkins’ backup. 

Ryan Wood, the Sun Devils’ 
fly back (like a fullback), usually 
sets the table for the tailbacks. He 
only carried the ball three times 
vs. the Huskies and picked up 12 
yards. 

Juan Roque, who moved from 
right tackle to left this fall, is con- | 
sidered one of the top linemen in 
the country. Roque’s also one of 
the biggest linemen in college 
football, standing 6-8 and weigh- | 
ing 311 pounds. Smaller Glen 
Gable (6-5, 291) is the other tack- © 


Arizona State University 
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1995 ARIZONA ST. 


FOOTBALL SCHEDULE 
Record (Overall/Conf.) — 1-1/ 0-1 
Sept. 2 @ Washington L, 23-20 
Sept.9 Texas-El Paso W, 45-20 
Sept. 16 @ Nebraska 
Sept. 23. Oregon State 


Sept. 30 @ USC 


Oct. 7 
Oct. 14 
Oct. 28 
Nov. 4. UCLA 

Nov. 11 @ California 
Nov. 24 Arizona 


Stanford 
BYU 
@ Oregon 


le. 

At guard, Snyder will go with 
junior Pat Thompson and sopho- 
more Kyle Murphy. The starting 
center is junior Kirk Robertson. 

Defensively, the Sun Devils gave 
up plenty of yards but not very 
many points to a_ talented 
Washington club. The Huskies 
moved the ball for 468 yards, 269 
passing and 199 on the ground. 

In the secondary, the Sun Devils 
are experienced on the corner and 
very green in the middle. Freshman 
Mitchell Freedman and sophomore 
Thomas Simmons compete for the 
starting free safety spot while 
sophomore Pat Tillman is the rover 


ASU will need tailback Chris 
Hopkins to pick up his game if 
the Sun Devils hope to compete. 


Soward and Lee Cole give the Sun 
Devils a solid one-two punch. Last 
year, Soward picked off two passes, 
forced a fumble and also broke up 
four passes. Cole started four games 
at rover last season before being 
moved over this fall. 

Up front, the Devils are a little bet- 
ter off, thanks to inside linebacker 
Justin Dragoo and tackle Shawn 
Swayda. 

Robert Nycz, a transfer from 
Bakersfield (Calif.) JUCO, handles 
the Sun Devils’ kicking duties. In his 


and senior Harlen Rashada starts at 
gunner (like a rover). 
At cornerback, seniors Marcus 


first start, he was perfect on two 
extra-point attempts and kicked 
field goals of 28 and 30 yards. 


ARIZONA STATE VS. NEBRASKA TWO-DEEPS 


HUSKER OFFENSE SUN DEVIL DEFENSE SUN DEVIL OFFENSE HUSKER DEFENSE 

SE 7 Reggie Baul 5-8 170 Sr } LE 94 BrentBurnstein 6-8 259 Jr WR_ 7 Isaiah Mustafa 6-4 210 Jr ? OLB93 Jared Tomich 6-2 250 Jr 
5 BrendanHolbein 5-9 180 Jr : 95 MikeLangridge 6-4 247 Sr 6 DerrickCharles 5-10160 Jr : 58 Luther Hardin 6-2 245 Sr 

LT 75 Chris Dishman 6-3 310 Jr ? LT 99 ShawnSwayda 6-4 280 Jr LT 74 Juan Roque 6-8 318 Jr : DT 55 Christian Peter 6-3 300 Sr 
78 Kory Mikos 6-5 285 Jr 96 Jason Reynolds 6-2 286 So 79 Troy Davis 6-4 266 Fr : 94 LarryTownsend 6-4 300 Jr 

LG 67 Aaron Taylor 6-1 305 So :? RT 98 Vince Amey 6-2 301 So LG 56 Kyle Murphy 6-3 285 So ! DT 95 Jason Peter 6-4 275 So 
68 Steve Volin 6-2 290 Sr } 91 Wali Sibrie 6-2 280 Fr 76 Mike Barnes 6-2. 271 Fr 96 Jason Jenkins 6-5 280 Sr 

C 54 Aaron Graham 6-4 285 Sr : RE 93 Michi Crawford 6-4 270 So C 51 GreyRuegamer 6-5 287 Fr : OLB98 Grant Wistrom 6-5 240 So 
53 Matt Vrzal 6-1 300 Jr } 97 Albrey Battle 6-3 279 Fr 64 RandyLeaphart 6-2 272 Fr } 84 Mike Rucker 6-5 240 Fr 

RG 69 Steve Ott 6-4 290 Sr : OLB36 Derek Smith 6-2 234 Jr RG 67 PatThompson 6-2 319 Jr : SLB56 Jay Foreman 6-1 220 Fr 
64 Jon Zatechka 6-2 280 So ? 30 Larry Johnson 6-0 219 Fr 64 RandyLeaphart 6-2 272 Fr } 23 Larry Arnold 6-4 230 Jr 

RT 70 Eric Anderson 6-4 300 So : ILB 48 Justin Dragoo 6-3 246 Gr RT 70 Glen Gable 6-5 295 So : MLB41_ Phil Ellis 6-2 225 Sr 
77 Adam Treu 6-6 295 Jr : 42 Pat Tillman 5-11 200 So 78 Anthony Jones 6-5 298 So } 46 Doug Colman 6-3 245 Sr 

TE 87 Mark Gilman 6-3 240 Sr : ILB 50 Scott VonderAhe 6-0 242 Jr TE 82 Steve Bush 6-3 258 Jr :} WLB91 RyanTerilliger 6-5 225 Jr 
90 Tim Carpenter 6-2 240 So : 53 Ron McCook 6-2 232 Jr 88 Devin Kendall 6-2 246 Jr } 52 Aaron Penland 6-1 220 Sr 

QB ‘°15 Tommie Frazier 6-2 210 Sr ? LC 2 LeeCole 6-0 190 Sr QB 16 Jake Plummer 6-2 192 Jr i LC 16 Eric Stokes 5-11 180 Jr 
18 Brook Berringer 6-4 220 Sr : 1 TraivonJohnson 6-0 192 Jr 15 JasonVerdugo 6-1 191 So } 20 Michael Booker 6-2 190 Jr 

FB 22 JeffMakovicka  5-11225 Sr : FS 9 Thomas Simmons 5-11182 So FB 34 Ryan Wood 5-11 224 Sr } ROV10 Mike Minter 5-10 190 Jr 
28 BrianSchuster 5-11 225 Jr 28 BJ. Alford 6-0 192 Sr 44 Jeff Paulk 6-1 245 Fr } 4 Octavious McFarlin 5-11 190 So 

1B 1 Lawrence Phillips 6-0 220 Jr i SS 13 Mitchell Freedman 6-0 189 Fr TB 21 Chris Hopkins 6-0 189 Sr : FS 9 Tony Veland 6-2 205 Sr 
*21. DamonBenning 5-11 205 Jr : 39 Damien Richardson6-1 201 Fr 29 Michael Martin 6-1 208 So : 3 Eric Warfield 6-1 195 So 
WB 33 ClesterJohnson 5-11210 Sr : RC 10 JasonSimmons 5-10175 So WR 3 Keith Poole 6-2 188 Jr } RC 8 Tyrone Williams 6-1 185 Sr 
25 Jon Vedral 5-11200 Jr 32 Marcus Soward 5-11 175 Sr 24 Ricky Boyer 6-8: 153: Fr 2 Leslie Dennis 5-8 165 So 

PK 35 Kris Brown 5-11190 Fr : P 17 LanceAnderson 6-1 212 Jr PK 41 Robert Nycz 5-10181 So : P 19 Jesse Kosch 6-0 180 So 


Depth charts were compiled September 10, 1995 # = duplicate number 


* = injured, but probable for game 
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Huskers Pass 
First Real Test 
mong | 
MSU, 50-10 


ebraska won, 50-10. 

And Bob Devaney looked on. 

That’s as it should have been at Spartan 
Stadium in East Lansing, Mich., last Saturday 
afternoon. It was an appropriate homecoming 
for the man who resurrected Cornhusker foot- 
ball. 

Devaney was Michigan State’s gift to 
Nebraska, you might say. After Bill Jennings was fired as 
coach in 1961, Nebraska Chancellor Clifford Hardin 
asked Michigan State coach Hugh “Duffy” Daugherty if 
he would be interested in coaching the Cornhuskers. 
Harein had been a professor at Michigan State and knew 
Daugherty well. 

Daugherty declined, suggesting Nebraska contact 
Devaney, one of his former assistants who had become 
the head coach at Wyoming. Devaney, a native of 
Saginaw, Mich., had nearly given up coaching, despite a 
successful career at the high school level, when Spartan 
coach Clarence “Biggie” Munn hired him at Michigan 
State. 

Devaney spent one season with Daugherty as Munn’s 
assistant and remained on staff when 
Daugherty was promoted to replace 
M ICHIGAN Munn. Hardin passed along Daugherty’s 


STATE recommendation to Cornhusker Athletic 
Director Tippy Dye, who subsequently 


REVIEW hired Devaney. The rest is history, to 
—_— use a cliché. 

At age 80, and after suffering a mild 
stroke last spring, Devaney isn’t as spry 
as he once was. But he and wife Phyllis 
made the trip to East Lansing and 
watched second-ranked Nebraska post 
its 27th consecutive regular-season vic- 
tory. 

If you’re wondering why this bit of 
history precedes a recap of Nebraska’s victory against 
Michigan State, it’s because there just wasn’t a lot of sus- 
pense in the game, even though quarterback Tommie 
Frazier was injured and didn’t play from early in the sec- 
ond quarter on. More about Frazier later. 

The Cornhuskers sputtered some early, but once they 
settled down, they were too 
much for Michigan State to When Chad Kelsay (57) 
handle. “I didn’t think we’d and the Husker defense 
win real easily,” Nebraska shut down quarterback 
coach Tom Osborne said. “I Tony Banks, the 
thought it was likely to go Spartans’ offensive 
into the fourth quarter, out scheme screeched to a 
of respect for Michigan halt, garnering only 10 
State.” points. 
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Michigan State game photos by Roger Boettcher 


en RR 


Nick Saban, the Spartans’ first- 
year head coach, has “a good foot- 
ball team,” said Osborne. “I don’t 
think they'll win the Big Ten, but I 
think they'll be good.” Or at least 
better than Nebraska made them 
seem. 

The Cornhuskers overwhelmed 
Michigan State with a 30-point sec- 
ond half that had Saban questioning 
the resolve of some of his players. 

“The most disappointing thing to 
me, and giving Nebraska all the 
credit in the world for the quality of 
their program, their players, their 
coaches, I was disappointed in the 
way we competed as a team in the 
second half,” he said. “I have really 
ever seen big plays that were given 
up that did not look to me from the 
sideline that a lot of effort was being 
given. So to put it bluntly guys, I felt 
that our players quit. 

“And if they quit, they won’t 
play, not here. I don’t know who 
we're going to play or what we’re 
going to play with, but I’m not going 
to play with people who won't give 
effort, that won't try as hard as they 
can try, won’t play with toughness 
and won't play responsible football 
like they’re supposed to do.” 

Syntax aside, Saban should have 
considered the standard by which he 
was evaluating his Spartans. 
Nebraska is not a team with which 
to trifle, or give too many opportuni- 
ties. 

Osborne, who isn’t one to look 
past any opponent, was particularly 
concerned about Michigan State 
because of Saban, who was defen- 
sive coordinator for the NFL’s 
Cleveland Browns last season. As a 
result, the Cornhuskers were uncer- 
tain exactly how to prepare for the 
Spartans. Nebraska studied film of 
the Browns’ defense and Virginia 
Tech’s offense (Saban’s offensive 
coordinator was from Virginia Tech) 
and hoped for the best. 

“We were fairly well-prepared for 
what we saw,” Osborne said. “We 
guessed pretty well.” 

The _ statistics supported 
Osborne’s observation. Nebraska 
gained 666 total yards, picking up 
9.3 yards each snap on the average. 
The Huskers rushed for 552 of those 
yards. “I didn’t think we threw as 
well as we could, or will,” said 
Osborne. 


With Frazier nursing a 
deep-thigh bruise on the 
sideline, Brook Berringer (18) 
stepped in like last year and led 
the Huskers to victory. 


Nebraska attempted only 14 pass- 
es, seven of which were complete for 
114 yards. Michigan State’s Tony 
Banks passed for 290 yards and the 
lone touchdown, completing 21-of- 
35. But he was sacked three times, 
and intercepted once. 

The 6-foot-5, 217-pound Banks 
was chosen as Michigan State’s play- 
er of the game by ABC television. 
The network chose Lawrence 
Phillips as Nebraska’s outstanding 
player. 

Picking Phillips was a no-brainer. 
He rushed for 206 yards and four 
touchdowns, on only 22 carries. He 
watched the fourth quarter, and 
much of the third, from the sideline, 
while Clinton Childs, Ahman Green 
and James Sims showed why 
Nebraska's I-back depth is the envy 
of other coaches. 

Childs, who didn’t make the 
Oklahoma State trip for disciplinary 
reasons, was the Cornhuskers’ No. 2 
I-back against Michigan State, step- 
ping in for Damon Benning, who 
was injured and didn’t travel to East 
Lansing. Childs carried eight times 
for 85 yards and returned a kickoff 
40 yards. 

Green carried only four times, 
going 57 yards for a touchdown on 
the second carry to finish with 74 
yards. A Michigan State defender 
had a shot at stopping him near the 
Spartan 40-yard line but lost a brief 
grasp of the back of Green’s shoul- 
der pads. 

The play was a “41 pitch,” said 
Green, whose assignment was to 
“get outside as fast as I can. When I 
got to the sideline, I was just looking 
at the end zone. When the dude 
grabbed me, (I thought): ‘I’m not 
going out of bounds.’” And he 
didn’t. 

Sims, a walkon who has run the 
40-yard dash in a team-best 4.41 sec- 
onds, used that speed on an 80-yard 
sprint to a touchdown to complete 
the scoring with 8:23 left in the 
game. 

Phillips’ four touchdowns came 
on three 1-yard runs and 50 yards. 
The 200-yard rushing performance 
was the second of his Cornhusker 
career. He ran for 221 yards against 
Oklahoma State last season. 
Saturday's 206 yards moved Phillips 
into sixth place on Nebraska’s career 
rushing list. 

Frazier watched most of the 
game from the sideline, after suffer- 
ing a deep thigh bruise on the first 
possession of the second quarter. 
Brook Berringer came on to direct 
the offense. 


Frazier’s injury was painful, but 
he probably could have returned to 
the game and “handed off” if 
Berringer had been injured, Osborne 
said. “I certainly wanted him in uni- 
form if he was able (to play at all).” 
Frazier could play next week. 

Among the Cornhuskers’ many 
bright spots was the kicking of true 
freshman Kris Brown. He kicked 
field goals of 22, 47 and 20 yards and 
is now 4-for-4 for the season. 

Nebraska’s defense limited 
Michigan State to 45 yards rushing, 
which added to Banks’ problems. 
Once it was apparent the Spartans 
couldn’t run the ball, the Nebraska 


defenders went after Banks. 

Junior college transfer Terrell 
Farley sacked him twice; Jared 
Tomich and Phil Ellis got to him 
once, and rover Mike Minter picked 
off one of his 35 passes. Minter, Ellis, 
Ryan Terwilliger and Michael 
Booker had a combined 25 tackles. 

Everyone got into the act. As was 
the case at Oklahoma State, all 66 
players on the travel roster got in. 

Osborne seemed satisfied, but he 
wasn’t profuse in his praise. “There 
were more penalties and more exe- 
cution problems,” he said. “But you 
certainly can’t fault the production.” 

You know Devaney enjoyed it. 


GO SOONERS! 


SOONERS FOOTBALL 
SCREEN SAVER 


for Windows™ 


Any, screen, siver cin preserve your monitor. Why not get one, that preserves your 
memories? You remember the feeling: the roar of the crowd in Memorial Stadium. 
The rush of pride as.the,Sooners® took the field... Now, with Sports Scréens™ from 
Victory; Sports; you can bring itvall back in living color—right on your PC., Sports 
Screens features 20 images of the greatest players, coaches and games ever played. You 
also get 50 braif-teasing trivia questions specially chosen for die-hard Sooner fans. So 
don’t let syonen memories A es aie ld fade sway. 


Call Now - Avoid the Rush! 


= 1-800-360-1990 


at 


© 1995 Victory Sports. All nghts reserved. Published under license trom The University of Oklahoma, Sports Screens is a trademark of Victory Sports. 
All other trademarks are the property of their respective owners, 


Minimum Requiremer 


Victory Sports 1520 State Street, Suite 270 


nts: 386DX, 4MB RAM, Windows™ 3.1, 256 or higher color display 


San Diego, CA 92101 (619) 231-2000 


HUSKERS ILLUSTRATED = 21 


LUN IDI! BINA ATI0 IV IN — Soe Spis sno Bic Reo Spory 


‘| 
Now you can enjoy both atthe same time with New Team Color Spas, 


ae Sets up in minutes just about 

Your choice of 31 solid CP Shay § : : 

designer colors, or choose any 44% ef anywhere. Powerful hydrojets churn 

combination of these colors. Ss warm, bubbling water throughout 
4 the spacious padded interior. 


Free shipping anywhere in USA. 


Cog 


ae 


Me ce <All bs Receptional Service” 


Toll Free 1-800-899-8827 


1101 Arapahoe St. * Lincoln, NE * 402-421-2922 
2819 S. 125th St. © Omaha, NE * 402-333-8365 


WORLD CLASS NEBRASKA BEEF 


Mouth Watering, Succulent, Tender & Flavorful 


°A “Big Red” Tradition for 
Over 30 Years 


© Exclusive Sterling Silver Beef 


© Voted Lincoln’s Best 
Restaurant 7 Years Running 


Misty’s 


Restaurant & Lounge 


Havelock ¢ 63rd & Havelock Ave. 
(402) 466-8424 


Edgewood ¢ 56th & Hwy 2 
(402) 423-2288 


22 SEPTEMBER 16, 1995 


1995 SEASON STATS 


(2 GAMES) 


StS 
MICHIGAN 


pis, 


RUSHING 


YPG 

179.5 

63.0 
Frazier, T 47.0 
Makovicka, Jeff 2 42.0 
Sims, J. 2 42.0 
Childs 1 83.0 
Makovicka, Joel2 32.0 
Benning, D. 2 31.0 
Berringer,B. 2 18.5 
Schuster,B. 2 15.0 

2 


| Turman, M. 6.0 
PASSING 
| Name G A-C-l Pct. Yds. 
Frazier, T. 2 12-7-0 583 128 
Berringer, B.2 19-11-0 579 137 
Turman, M. 2 3-1-1 .333 7 
RECEIVING | 
No. Yds. YPC YPG Tds. 
8.8 22.0 
6.2 15.5 
63.5 63.5 
175: 175 
10 10 
90 45 
7.0 3.5 
7.0 
2.0 
7.0 


a 
9 


SCORE BY QUARTERS 
TEAM Z.4 3 4 Final 
NEBRASKA 10 10 16 14— S50 
MICHIGAN STATE 7 OF 3 O08 — _ 10 


DEFENSIVE LEADERS 


NEBRASKA 
First Downs Player 
Rushing Minter 


; Ellis 
Fassiag Terwilliger 


Penalty Booker 
Rushing Attempts 58 Peter, C. 
Yards Gained Rushing 567 Peter, J. 
Yards Lost Rushing 15 Williams, T 
N d hi 52 Veland 

let yards rus ing 5 Farley 
Net yards passing 114 Penland 

Passes attempted 14 Wistrom 

Passes completed 7 Hesse 

Had intercepted 0 posay, 

Williams, J 
Total plays 72 Foreman 
Total net yards 666 Tomich 

Avg. gainperplay 9.3 ; Colman 
we eee ie MICHIGAN STATE 
Penalties-yards 5-55 - Player Site Asst 
Punts-yards 3-108 Shurelds 8 

Avg. per punt 36 Martin 


6 
Possession time 28:40 : Garnett 4 
Threats 5 
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Name 
Gilman, M. 

Holbein, B. 
| Baul, R. 
Vedral 
Childs 
Johnson, C. 
Phillips, L 
Lake, J. 
Cheatham 
Jackson, S. 
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Name 
Hesse, J. 
Ellis, P. 
Terwilliger, R. 
Minter, M. 
Peter, C. 
McFarlin, O. 
Penland, A. 
Stokes, E 
Foreman, J. 
Tomich, J. 
Wistrom, G. 
Kelsay, C 
Booker, M. 

| Veland, T. 
Rucker, M. 
Farley, T 
Saltsman, S. 
Warfield, E. 
Williams, J. 
Peter, J. 
Williams, T. 
Amold, L. 


SE ISIS ih eon ACOH. 


DOS Se aS eB eine mina ot Reza bre | 
OO O'O)0 SION OOOO: Ors O'G 
ooooo0cococooco°c°o°c°oo°0°o0—$ 


Noosa 


INDIVIDUAL LEADERS 


RUSHING RECEIVING 
NEBRASKA NEBRASKA 


Player Att Yds Avg Long TD Player Rec Yds APC 
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TEAM STATISTICS NU OPP 
Total Offensive Yards 1,337 617 
Net Rushing Yards 1,065 189 
Passing Yards 272 428 
Scoring Ist 2nd 3rd 4th TOT 
NU 16 40 30 28 «114 
Opponents 7 7 10" °F 31 


1995 NEBRASKA 
FOOTBALL SCHEDULE 
Record (Conference) — 2-0 

Aug. 31 @ Oklahoma St. W, 64-21 
Sept.9 @Michigan St. W, 50-10 
Sept. 16 Arizona St. 

Sept. 23 Pacific 

Sept. 30 Washington St. 

Oct. 14 Missouri 

Oct. 21 Kansas St. 

Oct. 28 @ Colorado 

Nov. 4 lowa St. 


Noy. 11 @ Kansas 
| Nov. 25 Oklahoma 
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Phillips 22 206 9.4 50 
Childs 8 83 10.4 25 
Sims 1 80 80 
Green 4 18.5 57 
Jeff Makovicka 9 42 9 
Frazier 5 6 13 
Berringer 4 5 10 
Joel Makovicka 2 4.5 
Schuster 2 3.5 
Turman 1 5 


Gilman 2 
Holbein 2 
Childs 1 
Vedral 1 
Baul 1 


MICHIGAN STATE 


Player Rec Yds 
Greene, S. 4 75 
Mason 4 55 
Mohammed 4 85 
MICHIGAN STATE Bencie 3 30 
Player Att Outlaw 2 24 
Greene, S. 16 x 0 Renaud 1 8 
Crenshaw 3 


Renaud 7 PUNT/KICKOFF RETURNS 


NEBRASKA 
PASSING Player Att Yds Lng TD 
NEBRASKA Baul 1 15 15 0 
Player Att-Cmp-Int Childs Ail Sile 40770 
Berringer 11-6-0 
Frazier 2-1-0 MICHIGAN STATE 
Turman 1-0-0 Player Att Yds Lng TD 
Mason 1 2 2 0 
MICHIGAN STATE Mason 6 1153/25 0 
Player Att-Cmp-Int TD 
Banks, T. _35-21-1 
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Pioving more like a modern da 

fullback, Harry Wilson epitomized the 

toughness required to become a star 
back in the ’60s 


Editor's Note — This is the third of an 11-part series 
featuring the best Nebraska running backs of the modern era. 
Next week we'll profile Jeff Kinney. 


arry Wilson was being interviewed by a television 
reporter during his sophomore season at Nebraska. 
After acknowledging Wilson's ability to run in the 
open field, the interviewer asked Wilson what he 
did when defenders cornered him. Wilson consid- 
ered the question for about as long as it took him to come out of his 
three-point stance. “I don’t know,” he said. “I’ve never been cornered.” 
That was Wilson, circa 1964. His nickname, which he earned in high 
school, was “Lighthorse.” And he played with a certain amount of 
flair. “But if you knew Bob (Devaney) and 
Mike Corgan, you knew Harry wouldn’t §§ 
stay that way long,” said Frank Solich, | 
Nebraska’s assistant head coach and run- | 


ning backs coach. mene Barks} 

Solich knew. Did he ever. Corgan was) J ifia 
Devaney’s running backs coach. And Solich Modermerom I 4 
was a fullback for Devaney’s teams in the gop 0-! 
mid-1960s. The nickname “Iron Mike” aed Beynolds 0 ae 

, - s Harry Wilson sessesceveenee 964-66 
wasn’t conferred on Corgan capriciously. — Jeff Kinn 1969-71 
Running backs didn’t play for Corgan © ~ A : 
unless they were willing to, shall we say, LM. Hipp sssssesssssseserssee1 977679 
initiate contact. When the room to run ran Jarvis Redwine ...,......1979-80 
out, Corgan’s backs were taught to create Mike Rozier.,........000601981-83 | 
their own paths, directly through those in  Kefth Jones.......0.++001984-87 | 
contrasting jerseys, if need be. Ken Clark siecoysesssseeeseh OB 789) 
iy Wilson was adept at avoiding tacklers. “Derek Brown ssvv+sssess0001990-92, 

ut he didn’t shy away from contact. He ,- 5 sone 991-93 
and Ron Kirkland flanked Solich in M¥i@ SOMES ssssnesnnt994-93._ 
Nebraska's backfield in 1965. “They were excellent athletes,” Solich 
said. “And they were tough, tough guys.” 

They also were bigger than Solich, even though he was the fullback. 
Wilson was listed at 5-foot-11 and 196 pounds, but he was heavier than 
that. Kirkland was 6-foot-2 and 213 pounds. Solich was 5-foot-8 and 
156 pounds — generously listed, it should be added. 

Solich credits Wilson and Kirkland with being tough. But he was at 
least as tough. That wasn’t the primary reason he was a fullback and 
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they were halfbacks, however. 
Nebraska’s offense was different 
then, and so was the terminology. 
The Cornhuskers ran from a full- 
house backfield, behind an unbal- 
anced line, which meant there were 
four linemen, counting an end on 
one side of the center, and only two 
counting an end on the other. “It 
was a power offense, with option 
ability,” Solich said. 

Fred Duda, in particular, was a 
strong running quarterback. But 
Duda and Bob Churchich, with 
whom he shared playing time, also 
could pass. And “we had some good 
receivers,” Solich said. Freeman 
White, an All-America end, set 
Cornhusker records for pass recep- 
tions (28) and receiving yards (458) 
as a senior in 1965. Six of his catches 
went for touchdowns. But it was the 
ability to run the ball that powered 


303 yards. 

He gained a game-high 84 yards 
and scored Nebraska’s only touch- 
down in a 10-7 loss against Arkansas 
in the rain-soaked 1965 Cotton Bowl. 
Wilson scored from 1 yard out mid- 
way through the second quarter to 
give the Cornhuskers a 7-3 lead they 
held until 4:41 remained in the 
game. 

Wilson was Nebraska’s leading 
rusher as a junior, gaining 672 yards 
on 120 carries. His most productive 
games were the Cornhuskers’ tough- 
est. He rushed for 97 yards in a 27-17 
victory against Air Force, 74 yards in 
a 16-14 victory against Missouri at 
Columbia, 95 yards in a 21-17 victo- 
ry against Oklahoma State in 
Stillwater and 160 yards in a 21-9 
victory against Oklahoma in the 
final game of an undefeated regular 
season, Nebraska’s first in half a cen- 


the offense. 

In many ways, Nebraska’s 1960s 
halfbacks were like fullbacks. And 
the Cornhuskers’ 1960s fullbacks 
were like I-backs now. The halfbacks 
would have to take on and block 
defensive ends. “Sometimes, I’d kick 
out on the cornerback,” Solich said. 

Wilson was recruited by Devaney 
from Steubenville, Ohio, where he 
was the state’s “back of the year” as 
a high school senior. After establish- 
ing himself on the Nebraska fresh- 
man team, he became a Cornhusker 
fan favorite by the end of a sopho- 
more season in which he rushed for 


UNL Photography Service 


When Harry Wilson finished his 
three-year career, he ranked 
second on Nebraska’s all-time 
rushing list with 1,610 yards. 
He’s listed at No. 21 this season. 


tury. 

The Oklahoma game was played 
at Memorial Stadium on 
Thanksgiving Day. Nebraska was 
ranked No. 3 nationally by The 
Associated Press. Coach Gomer 
Jones’ Sooners had won only three of 
eight games. Even so, they took a 9-0 
lead in the second quarter. Charlie 
Winters, a sophomore fullback from 


Joliet, Ill., scored Nebraska’s first 
touchdown on a 29-yard run. But the 
score was 9-7 at halftime. 

Wilson gave the Cornhuskers the 
lead, running 66 yards for a third- 
quarter touchdown. His run was 
described in the book “Go Big Red,” 
written by Hollis Limprecht, James 
Denney and Howard S. Silber of the 
Omaha World-Herald and published 
in 1966. Wilson “bowled over tack- 
lers, spun like a whirling dervish, 
stumbled, faltered, recovered, cut 
and sprinted” to the end zone, they 
wrote, 

Before the third quarter was over, 
Wilson teamed with Churchich on a 
38-yard touchdown pass play to 
avert Oklahoma’s upset bid. The 
Sooners, though unranked, had 
spoiled Nebraska’s bid for an unde- 
feated regular season by winning at 
Norman in 1964. And they would do 
so again in 1966. 

The 1965 Cornhuskers finally suf- 
fered defeat in the 1966 Orange 
Bowl, losing to Coach Bear Bryant's 
No. 4-ranked Alabama team, 39-28. 
The Crimson Tide won a rematch in 
the 1967 Sugar Bowl, 34-7. 

Wilson led Nebraska in rushing 
again in 1966, gaining 635 yards on 
138 carries. He ranked third in the 
Big Eight in rushing as a senior and 


finished his three-year career with 
1,610 rushing yards to rank second 
on Nebraska’s modern rushing list, 
behind Bobby Reynolds. Wilson was 
No. 21 on the list going into this sea- 
son. 

Nebraska’s offense has evolved, 
of course, and comparing eras is 
impossible, if not pointless. Even so, 
“we still look for that type of back to 
this day,” Solich said. Wilson could 
play now, factoring in the speed. 

“The speed we have on the field 
today didn’t exist then,” Solich said. 
“We had a few guys who could run 
like that, Bob Hohn and Kent 
McCloughan, track guys.” But 
Nebraska didn’t have such speed 
across the board. 

Wilson was a third-round draft 
pick of the Philadelphia Eagles. But 
he was plagued by injuries during a 
brief NFL career. As a rookie, he 
rushed for more than 500 yards in 
the first five games before suffering 
a torn Achilles tendon returning a 
kickoff against the New York Giants 
at Franklin Field in Philadelphia. He 
was sidelined for the remainder of 
that season. 

He missed all of the 1968 season, 
after reinjuring the Achilles during 
an exhibition game against the 
Minnesota Vikings. The Eagles draft- 


ed Leroy Keyes for the 1969 season 
and moved Wilson to fullback, even 
though his weight had dropped 
from 212 to 190. He worked his way 
back into the starting lineup, only to 
suffer torn cartilage and ligament 
damage in his left knee on 
Philadelphia’s second play from 
scrimmage in the second game of the 
regular season against the Cleveland 
Browns. If only he could have 
remained healthy. 

Wilson spent his fourth profes- 
sional season on the Eagles’ injured 
reserve list. He tried again in 1971 
but was released by Philadelphia 
after the third game. Atlanta coach 
Norm Van Brocklin talked him into 
a tryout with the Falcons. But it was 
to no one’s satisfaction, and Wilson 
retired. 

Several years later, Wilson told a 
Lincoln newspaper reporter: “After 
the third injury, that’s when I started 
to get down on myself. Coach 
Devaney always said I could hit a 
hole as quick as anyone and could 
move laterally as fast as anyone. 
After three injuries, | couldn’t do it 
anymore. The only thing that kept 
me in the NFL was the blocking I’d 
learned.” 

The blocking he had learned 
“from Mike Corgan,” he said. 


Great Fourth Quarter. 


First National Bank of Omaha congratulates the coaches and players of the 
Nebraska Cornhusker football team on winning the Orange Bowl and the National 
Championship — proof positive that a good game plan pays off. 


first national bank 
of omaha 
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POWER 


At 6-foot-3, sophomore 
Lisa Reitsma is quickly 
becoming a force from the 


outside 


ere is some good news for Nebraska volleyball 
opponents: The Huskers’ tallest player might 
be shrinking. 

“I thought I was 6-foot-4,” sophomore outside hitter 
Lisa Reitsma said. “But then I got measured this year and 
I was only 6-3.” 

While there might be some inher- 
ent drawbacks to being a 6-foot-4 § 
female — or a 6-3 female, for that 

matter — Reitsma’s height serves && 
her well on the volleyball court. She fi 
slams forceful kills with relative 
ease. She is similar to the 7-foot-4 
basketball player who need only | 
jump a little bit to dunk a basketball. 5 

“On the court, I love being tall,” 
Reitsma said. “Off the court, I guess 
T accept it pretty well . . . I’m used to 
it now. But I wouldn’t mind being 6- 
foot.” 

Husker volleyball foes should be advised that Reitsma 
won't be moving to setter any time soon. 

In fact, Reitsma is playing a larger role for Nebraska 
than she did last season, when she recorded 29 kills in 18 
matches. She has taken over the Huskers’ right-side hitter 
position, left vacant by the graduation of All-Big Eight 
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Bob Berry 


selection Kelly Aspegren. 

It is a big change for Nebraska. For one thing, Reitsma 
is about four inches taller than Aspegren. For another, the 
lanky Reitsma is left-handed. 

Early this season, Reitsma showed there will be no 

; dropoff at the right-side hitter posi- 
tion. If anything, the Huskers might 
be stronger there. 

Reitsma, a native of Sanborn, 
Iowa — a town of 1,400 in the north- 
west corner of the state — turned in 
a career-best effort in second-ranked 
r(X| Nebraska’s four-game loss to No. 1 
PY ranked Stanford in the champi- 
onship match of the season-opening 
State Farm/NACWAA Classic Aug. 
= 25-26 in Lincoln. Playing against the 
fm Cardinal’s quick and talented front 

- a line, Reitsma pounded 24 kills and 
Anihied with a .408 hitting mark . Anything above .300 is 
considered very good. 

The night before, Reitsma swatted 11 kills, hit .476 and 
recorded two block assists in Nebraska’s dominating, 
three-game win against Penn State. 

“Reitsma just about shuts off the entire court,” Penn 
State coach Russ Rose said. 


Bob Berry 
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“Reitsma is still only a babe, yet 
she played like a dominant player,” 
Nebraska coach Terry Pettit said 
after the Stanford match. “When she 
knows what she’s doing, she’ll be an 
even better player.” 

Reitsma must know a little bit 
about what she’s doing. In 
Nebraska’s second tournament of 
the season — the Asics/Pacific 
Invitational Sept. 1-2 in Stockton, 
Calif. — she was named most valu- 
able player after recording 13 kills 
apiece in wins against Santa Clara 
and West Coast powerhouse Pacific. 

“T think I’ve taken a big step up 
from last year,” Reitsma said. “My 
confidence is a lot higher. Last year, 
I was here just to learn. It was OK to 
sit the bench. This year, I want to be 
out there. I have a lot to learn yet, 
but I’m ready to be on the court, and 
I think that’s the big difference.” 

Reitsma had earned her team- 
mates’ confidence even before the 
season began. Nebraska’s 1995 
media guide includes a poll of 
Nebraska players asking which 
Husker they think will surprise fans 
the most this season. Seven voted for 
Reitsma. 

Pettit wasn’t surprised by the 
tally. He said Reitsma played well 
during the Huskers’ spring season 
and then made an impression this 
past summer by being selected to 
play in the U.S, ‘Olympic Festival in 
Boulder, Colo. 

“Lisa has so much potential,” 
Pettit said. “Because of her size, she 
can be a dominant blocker. Because 
of her athletic ability, she can be a 
dominant attacker. But ultimately, 
she has to be a complete player. She 
has to be able to serve, ball-handle 
and play defense.” 

Reitsma knows there is plenty of 
room for her to improve. But she 
cuts herself some slack. After all, it 

wasn’t long ago when she was play- 
ing for Western Christian High 
School in lowa. She never even 
thought much about playing defense 
until her senior year, she said. 

Just how far she progresses in 
volleyball will depend on how well 
she develops her all-around game, 
Pettit said. 

“I know she’s going to be real 
good,” Pettit said. “Whether or not 
she becomes great depends on her 
mentality — how hard she can con- 
tinue to work.” 

Olympic Festival coaches and 
officials look for players who have 
the potential to play internationally. 
Reitsma’s height and skills naturally 
attract the attention of those looking 


for candidates to play on the U.S. 
national team. But her gangly build 
also can make it more difficult for 
her to quickly dive to the floor for 
digs. 

Players in the 6-foot-and-under 
club have an easier time 
with those types of plays. 

“Every athlete has differ- 
ent physical challenges,” 
Pettit said. “I think one of my 
goals for Lisa Reitsma is that 
at some point in her career at P 
Nebraska, people look at her 
and say, ‘Boy, if she was 5-9, 
she would still be a heck of a 
player.’ 

“In other words, I want to 
help make it so she’s not just 
good because she’s 6-4 but 
because she’s a heck of an athlete 
and she’s technically sound.” 

For now, Reitsma said she is 
not thinking about volleyball 
beyond college. She wants to stay 
focused on helping Nebraska win 
its first national volleyball crown. 
The Huskers came painfully close to 
reaching the NCAA Final Four last 
season, falling a match short after 
losing to Penn State in the Mideast 
Regional finale. In that match, 
Reitsma sparked the Huskers by 


Reitsma victimized Penn State 
with 11 kills (hitting .476) in 
Nebraska’s three wins over the 
Lions earlier this season. 


coming off the bench to record four 
kills in four attempts. 

In her last six games last season, 
she was 18 for 22 in attacks for a siz- 
zling .818 hitting percentage. She fin- 


ished the season with 29 kills and a 
.490 hitting mark. 

Nebraska’s loss to Penn State in 
December wrapped up its season. It 
was during the spring season — 
which begins in February — when 


>) Reitsma showed she was ready to 


take over for Aspegren on the right 
side and put behind her role as a 
seldom-used substitute. 

“I definitely don’t want to 
accept that role again,” Reitsma 
a) said. 

She said the 1995 Olympic 
Festival in July wasn’t necessari- 
m ly a significant confidence- 
\\ booster because she had already 
increased her confidence 
markedly during the spring 
“| season. 

“It was fun (at the Olympic 
Festival), but it wasn’t as 
™ helpful as I wanted it to be,” 
she said. “From that experi- 
ence, I learned I was glad to 
be at Nebraska.” 

She said after playing with people 
from all over the United States, she 
thinks that people in Nebraska and 
her native Iowa are comparatively 
more down to earth. Plus, in the 
Festival, some players weren’t total- 


See REITSMA page 33 


Regency West 
I-680 & Pacific Street 
Omaha 


We Make Business Travel A Pleasure: 


e FREE Airport Transportation 

e FREE Local Phone Calls 

e FREE In Room Coffee And Newspaper With Wake Up Call 
e FREE Sauna, Exercise Room, Indoor Pool 

e FREE Gold Crown Sign Up 

e FREE Lobby Continental Breakfast 


Nationwide 800-228-9414 or 402-397-8000 


HUSKERS ILLUSTRATED 31 


Middle blocker Jen McFadden, whose health was one of the 
biggest question marks entering the Nebraska volleyball season, appeared 
to be near full speed in the Huskers’ first few matches. 

She came off the bench and had eight kills and a .500 hitting mark in the 
Huskers’ opener against Penn State Aug. 25 in Lincoln, Neb. She had 
seven block assists and a solo block the next night in a loss to top-ranked 
Stanford. She played extensively in three of the Huskers’ first four match- 
es. 

McFadden, a 6-foot-2 junior from Dubuque, Iowa, missed the final 12 
matches last season after tearing her anterior cruciate ligament against 
Illinois in October. What’s more, she underwent surgery in March to 
repair a herniated disc in her lower back. She received clearance from doc- 
tors to play this season only a few weeks before the Huskers began prac- 
tice in August. 

“Jen McFadden changes things for us,” Nebraska coach Terry Pettit 
said. “We have 12 really good players and maybe seven or eight great 
players, but they all do different things. It’s a cliché in basketball to call 
someone an aircraft carrier, but that’s what Jen is for us. We have cruisers, 

er destroyers and submarines all around her, but she 

. takes up the middle of the court. She’s like a 6-foot- 

11 center in basketball. When you have that, 
you're a different 
team.” 


They traveled to Orlando, Fla., in 
July to recruit high school volleyball 
stars. But Stanford coach Don Shaw 
and Nebraska’s Terry Pettit (above) 
found time for a round of golf. 

They rode together in a cart for 4 
1/2 hours, but volleyball never came 
up in their conversation, which 
seems surprising considering there 
teams were to meet in August in the 
State Farm/NACWAA Classic in 
Lincoln (Stanford won in four 
games). 

“We talked golf,” said Pettit, who 
plays often and well (he’s a 4-handi- 
capper). “What that told me is we're 
both a lot healthier than I thought 
we were.” 

Pettit’s program is in fine health. 
As of Aug. 14, about 1,300 of the 
1,470 reserved-seating season tickets 
for Husker home matches had been 
sold. Last year, 400 of 700 reserved 
tickets were sold. & 


DAYS GVEMV/OPPONZTT TIVEV RESUME 
A25-26 State Farm-NACWAA Volleyball Classic# 
A25 vs. Penn State W, 3-0 
A26 vs. Stanford L, 1-3 
Field: Nebraska, Stanford, Penn State, Cal 
State-Northridge 
S1-2 Pacific Invitational$ 
| SI vs. Santa Clara W, 3-0 
8 $2 vs. Pacific W, 3-0 
| a | Field: Nebraska, Santa Clara, Pacific, California 
$8-9 _ FirsTier Challenge# 
ee $8 vs. Purdue 7:30 p.m. 
rcs $9 vs. Wisconsin 7:30 p.m. 
Sg Field: Nebraska, Kansas State, Wisconsin, 
v_ ) Purdue 
$15-16 Wyoming Invitational% 
>] SI5 vs. Gonzaga 3 p.m. 
a> $16 vs. Georgia Noon 
} $16 vs. Wyoming 7:30 p.m. 
— Field: Nebraska, Gonzaga, Georgia, Wyoming 
$22-23 Arby's Classic# 
Gd se 822._:s vs. Baylor 7:30 p.m. 
==] $23 vs. George Washington 7:30 p.m. 
= Field: Nebraska, Baylor, George Washington, 
Kansas 
FSS 17 Colorado 7:30 p.m. 
qG> $30 Oklahoma 7:30 p.m. 
—_- 04 Kansas 7:30 p.m. 
07 @ lowa State 7:30 p.m. 
G&D ol @ Kansas State 7:30 p.m. 
SID 114 = @ Missouri 7:30 p.m. 
021 Colorado 7:30 p.m. 
025 @ Kansas 8:00 p.m. 
028 lowa State 7:30 p.m. 
NI Kansas State 7:30 p.m. 
x — | N4 @ Texas 7:00 p.m. 
=> N7 Notre Dame 7:30 p.m. 
NIO @ Oklahoma 7:30 p.m. 
q@> NI2 Florida 2:00 p.m. 
—- NIS Missouri 7:30 p.m. 
N24-25 Big Eight Tournament* TBA 
© N24 Semifinals 
=> N25 Finals 
N29-D16 NCAA Tournament* 
N29 NCAA First Round* TBA 
D2 NCAA Second Round* TBA 
D7-9 NCAA Regionals* TBA 
D14-16NCAA Finals* TBA 


#NU Coliseum ¢ $Stockton, Calif. 
&Laramie, Wyo. * “Omaha, Neb. * *TBA 
Home Matches Played at NU Coliseum 
All times are local at the site of the game 


REITSMA 


From page 31 
ly team-oriented, she said. 

“The atmosphere was different 
than it is (at Nebraska),” Reitsma 
said. “The attitude here is to play 
hard, give it your all and win.” 

Reitsma did her share of winning 
in high school. She was tabbed as the 
1993 Iowa High School Volleyball 
Player of the Year as well as the 
Female Athlete of the Year by the 


— KEVIN BEST 


Des Moines Register after leading 
Western Christian to the Class 2A 
state volleyball title her senior sea- 
son. 

She was also a standout on her 
high school’s basketball team. And 
yes, she can dunk a volleyball. 
Perhaps someday she’ll dunk a bas- 
ketball, that is if she doesn’t keep 
shrinking. 

Reitsma’s height will come in 
handy if she ever realizes her dream 


KILLERqueen 


In the opening round of the NACWAA Classic against 
Penn State, senior All-American Allison Weston estab- 
lished a Nebraska match record with a .824 hitting per- 
centage. In 17 attempts, the Papillion, native had 14 kills 
and no errors. The previous record of .800 was set by Lori 
Endicott on Nov. 29, 1986 against Miami (Ohio). 


of playing pro beach volleyball. She 
said she would rather play competi- 
tively in the sand than play for the 
U.S. national team. 

On the California beaches, 
Reitsma would be a long way from 
Sanborn, where her father works as 
a carpenter and her mother works 
with the mentally and physically 
disabled. Reitsma often returns 
home to help her mother. 

“It’s really rewarding.” 
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HISTORY 


Nebraska basketball 

has improved by leaps and 
bounds since its first 
victory over Lincoln YMCA 


he game bore little 
resemblance to the one 
now. It was played 
seven on a side. Even its 
name was spelled differ- 
ently, as often as not, 
either as two words or 
hyphenated. 

It was basketball, though. And 
Nebraska was first represented by a 
men’s team against competition 
from outside of the university on 
Feb. 2, 1897. Nebraska defeated a 
team from the Lincoln YMCA, 11-8. 

The game _ was 
played at Nebraska’s 
armory, Grant 
Memorial Hall, by 
teams of seven ona 
side, and the ball had 
to be retrieved each 
time it went in the 10- 
foot high goal, which 
wasn’t all that often 
— as the final score 
indicates. Nebraska 
won a high-scoring rematch at Grant 
Hall three weeks later, 23-14. 

That was 99 years ago. Nebraska 
has been represented by a men’s 
team every school year since. As a 
result, Danny Nee’s 10th team will 
play Nebraska’s 100th anniversary 
season. 

Football was seven years older at 
Nebraska. As such, it was more pop- 
ular on campus, and would remain 
so through most of those 99 years. 
But basketball developed quickly 
and established its own identity. 

On Dec. 13, 1898, Nebraska 
played its first men’s intercollegiate 
basketball game, defeating intracity 
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rival Nebraska Wesleyan, 37-5. And 
on March 2, 1900, Nebraska played a 
college opponent from outside the 
state. Kansas came to Grant Hall and 
lost, 48-8. Dr. James Naismith was 
the Kansas coach. Naismith invented 
the game at the YMCA Training 
School in Springfield, Mass., in 1891. 
A Nebraska basketball team trav- 
eled outside of the state to play in a 
tournament at Chicago in the spring 
of 1901, and it played powerful 
Minnesota at Minneapolis in 1902. 
By 1907, Nebraska’s athletic 
teams had been given the nickname 
Cornhuskers and were competing 
in the Missouri 
Valley Conference. 
For three consecu- 
tive seasons, begin- 
ning with 1911-12, ¥ 
the Cornhuskers of 
E.O. “Jumbo” 
Stiehm won the |& 
Missouri Valley fi 
title. 
Interest in basket- 
ball increased to the 


point that Nebraska played home 
games at the State Fairgrounds coli- 
seum in the early 1920s, while Grant 
Hall was being remodeled to accom- 
modate more spectators, from the 
general public as well as the student 
body. 

On Feb. 6, 1926, the Cornhuskers 
played their first game in the new, 
state-of-the-art NU Coliseum. 
Appropriately, that game was 
against Kansas. Inappropriately, 
Nebraska lost, 25-14. 

In 1937, the Cornhuskers of coach 
William H. Browne shared the Big 
Six championship with Kansas. In 
1949 and 1950, they shared Big 
Seven championships under coach 
Harry Good. 

After a run of losing seasons in 
the 1950s and early 1960s, Nebraska 
basketball enjoyed a resurgence 
under Joe Cipriano, the winningest 
coach in Cornhusker history. 

The interest generated by 
Cipriano’s teams led to the building 
of the Bob Devaney Sports Center. 
Nebraska played there for the first 
time on Nov. 27, 1976, losing against 
lowa, 71-57. The Cornhuskers lost 
their second game at the Sports 
Center as well, 66-58 to Minnesota. 
Nebraska’s first victory there was on 
Dec. 13, 1976. Northwest Missouri 
State was the opponent. The score 
was 88-53. 

The Cornhuskers will play their 
20th season at the Sports Center in 
1995-96. Their record over the first 
19 seasons there is 229-64. 

Danny Nee has taken Nebraska to 


Grant Hall (left) was 
the home of the 
Huskers from 1897 
until the NU Coliseum 
(above) opened in 
1926. The NU 
Coliseum was used 
for NU hoops from 
1926 until 1976. 


the next level during his nine sea- 
sons as head coach. Under his direc- 
tion, the Cornhuskers have made 
five consecutive post-season tourna- 
ment appearances, including four 
consecutive trips to the NCAA 
Tournament. Two years ago, they 
won the Big Eight post-season tour- 
nament. 

Nee goes into his 10th season at 
Nebraska behind only Cipriano in 
victories. His record at Nebraska is 
164-106. Cornhusker basketball has 
never been more popular as it pre- 
pares for season No. 100. 


AROUND THE HORN .. 

— Nebraska has drawn more 
than 200,000 fans to the Devaney 
Sports Center for four consecutive 
seasons. The Cornhuskers ranked 
No. 30 nationally in average home 
attendance last season. 

— The areas in which Nebraska 
must improve in 1995-96 are appar- 
ent in the Cornhuskers’ standing in 
Big Eight statistics last season. They 
were sixth in three-point average, 
tied for sixth with Colorado in three- 
point percentage and seventh in 
team defense and rebound margin. 

— The Cornhuskers return 91.1 
percent of their scoring and 86.7 per- 
cent of their rebounding from last 
season. Senior Jaron Boone is the sec- 
ond-leading scorer among those 
returning in the conference. 
Oklahoma’s Ryan Minor returns 
after leading the Big Eight in scoring 
last season with a 23.6 points per 
game average. 

Boone averaged 17.5 points per 
game for the season and 20.8 points 
per game in conference play. He 
ranked third in Big Eight scoring. 

Boone was the only Cornhusker 
who started all 32 games last season 
and was chosen to the United States 
Basketball Writers Association 
District V all-star team. 

— Big Eight games will be fea- 
tured on the ESPN cable network’s 
“Big Monday” package again this 
season. It will be the fifth year of the 
association. The Big Eight had the 
highest rating among conferences 
televised by ESPN last season. It had 
a 1.8 rating. The Big East, Big Ten 
and Atlantic Coast Conference all 
had 1.7 ratings. 

— The Lincoln Journal Star is pub- 
lishing a 100th anniversary history 
of the Nebraska men’s basketball 
program. The history is being com- 
piled in cooperation with the athletic 
department and will chronicle the 
program from the beginning 
through Nee’s tenure. 


Joe Cipriano 
ranks as the 
school’s 
all-time 
winningest 
coach with 
2538 victories 
in 17 seasons. 


BALLOUBE INC 
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8 A.M. TO 5 P.M. C.S.T. MONDAY-FRIDAY OR 
Fax Your ORDER ANYTIME 903-863-5571 OR 
SEND CHECK To: P.O. Box 510 CusHING, TX 75760 


Ordered by: (Piease Print) Ship to: (i aiterent) BALLQUBE® Football holders 
Name: 


Address: "$90.00 per case.. 
..$82.00 per case.. 
..$76.00 per case.. 
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BALLQUBE® MINI Football holders 
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P.O. BOX 510 CUSHING, TX 75760 
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he one constant every year 
in Nebraska’s recruiting 
effort is the ability to land 
a great running back. It 
has been quite a few years 
since Nebraska hasn’t had 
a successful featured run- 
ner. 

In the Huskers’ I-forma- 
tion, tailbacks get the opportunity to 
post big numbers and play a huge 
role in the national championship 
hunt every year. Many move on to 
the pros. 

It’s no surprise when the biggest 
names in the prep running back cir- 
cles all take a long look at the 
Huskers. Tradition goes a long way 
in the recruitment of any position, 
but because of Nebraska’s tradition 
at running back, the best players in 
the land usually consider the 
Huskers. 

The consensus choice as the run- 
ning back in the country is 
DeAngelo Evans (5-foot-9, 208 
pounds, 4.4) of Wichita (Kan.) 
Collegiate. Evans may have been the 
best running back in the country as a 
sophomore, when he earned Kansas 
Player-of-the-Year honors after rush- 
ing for 3,060 yards and 49 touch- 


RESP EGIABUESRUSHERS 


The following is a list of running backs that have expressed 
an interest in the Nebraska football program. 


A Running Tradition 


The history of the Nebraska ground game has many of the 
nation’s top backs rushing to sign with the Huskers 


By JAMES HALE 


downs. He followed that sea- 
son with another blockbuster 
year rushing for 2,687 yards 
and 37 scores averaging 9.6 
yards per carry. As a fresh- 
man, Evans rushed for 1,806 
yards and 28 touchdowns. 

“Tl have been blessed by 
God and so successful early, 
that I really got an early start 
thinking about where I want- | 
ed to go to college,” said 
Evans. “One of our offensive 
lineman went through a 
heavy recruiting situation 
and I had a chance to watch 
how he handled it. So, I have 
been thinking about the situ- 
ation for some time.” : 

He’s also been thinking > 
about Notre Dame for some 
time. Early this summer the 
word was out that Evans had |7 
committed. However, Evans — 
said he never gave the 
Fighting Irish a definite yes. 

“T was going to commit to 


dad talked me out of it,” said Evans. 
“He wants to sit down with coach 
(Lou) Holtz first to get ready. He 
wants to do that with all the coaches 


DeAngelo Evans 5-98 JOB Anas eee cr ND, PSU, NU, MIA, KU 
Patrick Pass 6:00 22O5WaNA Ai ane es, UGA, ALA, FSU, FLA 
Brandon Daniels G-Ol ZG? once NU, OSU, MIA, TX A&M 
Vernon Maxwell 6-3 195 4.4....TEN, TX A&M, NU, OU, TEX 
Eric Stevenson 6-30 E2A5 AY nk UCLA, ARK, OSU, NU, OU 
Kevin Isham O22 ATS Aaya OU, OSU, TEX, BAY, NU 
Chris Johnson Gl) 2308 «4:6 2e OU, NU, TEX, COL, PSU 
Kevin Brown 62. 2AQ 47 okie FLA, FSU, TUL, ND, NU 
Derrick Foster (ot) adi pozoy 7. Ey. aa: COL, TEX, BAY, ND, NU 
Darrell Bush 5-9 180 4.4....TEX, FSU, FLA, TX A&M, NU 
Ryan Nufiez 59 175 4.4..1X A&M, TEX, MCH, OU, NU 
Cecil Collins $210) 200) 4S enc TX A&M, OU, COL, NU 
Jeff Chaney 62'S EOS MAAN tas OU, NU, ND, FLA, FSU 
Vannez Gooch 5:0 © VIS ts gh Avec NU, PSU, FSU, FLA, MIA 
lan Miller S-1)) 2/22 eA Sie SG: UCLA, CAL, NU, WSC 
Mike Wiley 605 [7 5ueA wee WSC, USC, ARZ, TEX, NU 
Durrell Price 6:0). 220 NCA Seanitecers Aisvcane WSH, NU, OSU 
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ae Daniels of Ada, Okla., 
is one of the top running backs in the 
region and is interested in Nebraska. 


Notre Dame this summer, but my 


of the schools that I am considering. 
Choosing a college is one of the 
biggest decisions of my life and my 
family wants to make sure that I 
make the right one.” 

Evans admits Notre Dame is still 
the leader, but Penn State is now 
almost in a dead heat with the Irish. 
Nebraska follows at a close third. 

“I am waiting to see how 
Nebraska’s_ tailback situation 
unfolds,” said Evans. “Early, 
Nebraska was a big favorite with 
me, but they signed a big-time run- 
ning back last season, maybe the 
best running back in the country 
(Ahman Green). So, I just want to 
wait and see just who emerges and 
what order they settle in before I 
make a decision on Nebraska.” 

Patrick Pass (6-0, 205, 4.4) of 
Tucker, Ga., is another top five 
national running back who is taking 
a long look at the Huskers. Pass is a 
four-year starter who rushed for 
1,882 yards and 23 touchdowns last 
season and 1,558 yards and 20 scores 
as a sophomore. Pass was dead set 
on staying down South early in the 
summer, but he is beginning to open 


up and take a look at the some of the 
great programs around the nation. 

“I am leaning toward staying 
close to home, or at least I was a cou- 
ple of months ago,” Pass said. 
“Now, I think it is in my best interest 
to look around some. I am not sure 
how far I would go away from 
home, but I think I can now take a 
look at it.” 

Pass is leaning toward playing for 
Georgia. Alabama, Florida State and 
Florida also among the favorite 
southern schools. Nebraska and 
Oklahoma are in the national hunt, 
along with Notre Dame. 

In Oklahoma, a pair of preseason 
All-Americans indicate that they 
could break the hearts of Oklahoma 
and Oklahoma State fans by signing 
with the Huskers. Brandon Daniels 
(6-0, 212, 4.5) of Ada is an option 
quarterback who has lead his team 
to two straight state titles. Daniels 
would be a great quarterback fit for 
the Huskers, but said he wants no 
part of quarterback in college. 

“Nebraska is truly one of the 
great programs in college football 
and that alone gets your interest,” 
said Daniels. “They have a great tra- 
dition and I just really like them. I 
always have.” 

Daniels grew up as an Oklahoma 
fan, but Nebraska may have the 
slight lead at the moment with 
Oklahoma State, Miami and Texas 
A&M giving chase. 

Vernon Maxwell (6-3, 195, 4.4) of 
Midwest City, Okla., is one of the 
best pure athletes in the country. A 
very likely high baseball draft, 
Maxwell also is liked as a talented 
runner. He rushed for 1,355 yards 
and 22 scoring runs for the state 
champion Bombers last season. 

Maxwell is not as picky about 
where he plays as long as he gets to 
play both football and baseball. 

“I won't go to a school that won’t 
let me play both football and base- 
ball,” said Maxwell. “Right now 
Tennessee and Texas A&M seems 
the most promising because they 
have had great success with two- 
sport athletes. Nebraska has as well. 
I also like OU and Texas, but I am 
not sure how they feel about me 
playing both sports.” 

Nebraska is also a recruiting 
threat down in Texas, as the state’s 
top halfback Derrick Foster (6-1, 
195, 4.4) of LaMarque admits he’s 
leaning Colorado’s way, with Texas, 
Baylor, Notre Dame and the Huskers 
all on his list. Darrell Bush (5-9, 180, 
4.4) of Houston Jersey Village 
rushed for 1,845 yards and 15 touch- 


downs last season. Bush said Texas, 
Florida State, Florida, Texas A&M, 
Nebraska and Oklahoma all have a 
shot. 

Texas scat backs Ryan Nufez (5- 
9, 175, 4.4) of Austin Westlake and 
Ketrick Sanford (5-9, 185, 4.4) of 
Corsicana both have Husker 
thoughts. Nufiez rushed for 1,388 
yards at 8.8 yards per carry. His 
father and uncle both played for the 
Longhorns. However, Texas is far 
from a lock. Texas A&M, Tennessee, 
Colorado, Nebraska and OU all have 
a shot. 

Sanford set a national prep record 


for carries last season with 475 
yards. Texas A&M, Texas, Michigan, 
Oklahoma and Nebraska all could 
land the Corsicana standout. 

Cecil Collins (5-10, 200, 4.5) of 
Leesville, La., is considered one of 
the nation’s best after rushing for 
2,473 yards last season. Collins is 
leaning toward Texas A&M, with 
Oklahoma, Colorado and Nebraska 
all trying to make up ground. 

It will be interesting to see what 
happens as signing day nears. 
Nebraska has a good stable of backs, 
but a school can never have too 
many talented backs. 


HUSKER SOLE! 
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om Osborne isn’t one to 
get caught up in appear- 
ances. For him, what mat- 
ters is substance. 

Even so, Osborne is 
pragmatic enough to 
know that substance isn’t 
sufficient when college 
football’s national cham- 
pionship is a goal. Like it or not, 
there’s a cosmetic element involved. 

Not only must a team be good, it 
also must look good on television. 

“T wish it wasn’t that way,” 
Osborne said. “I'd like to see college 
polls based on objective criteria.” 

But they are not, which means 
teams that aspire to be considered as 
national title contenders can’t 


National Title Hunt Becomes 


A Numbers Game 


Winning isn’t good enough anymore. It’s how many points you rack up 


that seems to count most to the pollsters 
By MIKE BABCOCK 


national champions 
are subjective, teams | ~ 
can enhance their | 

rac if “ \) Ba 
chances if they “make 
a good impression 


early on,” Osborne 
said. 
Nebraska should 


have accomplished that 
with its first two victo- 
ries. After opening with 
a 64-21 victory at 
Oklahoma State for a|¥ 
national television audi- }% 
ence on the ESPN cable 
network, the 
Cornhuskers followed 


with 
Saturday’s 50-10 victory at Michigan 
State, televised regionally by ABC. 


Roger Boettcher 


depend only on wins and losses. 
Because the polls that determine 


Victory No. 2 was at least as 
impressive as victory No. 1, as 
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Tom Osborne would 
like to see the polls 
based on objective 
\ criteria instead of 
the final scores. 


Nebraska continued to 
show signs of offen- 
sive volatility compa- 
rable to Osborne's 
“Scoring Explosion” 
team of 1983 — but 
x with a_ big-play 
defense to back it up. 

The Cornhuskers’ most time-con- 
suming touchdown drive against 
Michigan State required just under 
two minutes and covered 78 yards in 
five plays. Among those five plays 
was a 51-yard pass from Brook 
Berringer to Reggie Baul. Lawrence 
Phillips finished off the drive from 1 
yard out. 

Although the season is still 
young, it is apparent that Nebraska’s 
offense and defense have the poten- 
tial to complement each other in 
their ability to make big plays. And 
both have made good impressions 
nationally. 

According to Craig James, a col- 
lege football analyst for ESPN, only 
Nebraska and Texas A&M possess 
national championship-caliber 
defenses. Whether or not James is 
right doesn’t matter. What does mat- 
ter is, he speaks to a national audi- 
ence, not only of fans but also of 
some who vote in the polls. 

If a team can make a good 
impression early “and play well 
throughout, then you've got a 
chance at the end,” Osborne said. “If 
you play poorly early on, it can hurt 
your chances.” 

That’s how football national 
champions are determined in 
Division I-A of the NCAA. “TI think 
there’s a better way to determine 
who is 1, 2 or 3, if you’re going to 
have a poll, than writers’ and coach- 
es’ opinions. And I say that as a 
voter,” said Osborne. 
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